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tions. When the investigation was confided to 
experienced and fearless hands, one of the first 
measures taken was to thoroughly overhaul the rec- 
ords of the Telegraph Office. It yielded astonish- 
ing results. I give some of the documents in this 
and the following chapters. 

Here is the record of a conversation between the 

Red Tsar and, apparently, Beloborodov, the for* 

mer in Moscow, the latter in Ekaterinburg* This 

record was written in pencil on the backs of tele* 
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gram blanks. There are six such blanks. The writ- 
ing is evidently of one and the same person. It 
consists of questions asked by Sverdlov and answers 
thereto. The record was made obviously on the 
2oth July, three days after the murder. Here it is, 
textually translated: 

"What is heard with you? 

"The position on the front is somewhat better 
than it appeared yesterday. It is ascertained that 
the opponent has denuded all fronts and flung all 
his forces on Ekaterinburg. Can we hold Ekater- 
inburg long? It is difficult to say. We are taking 
all measures to hold it. Everything superfluous 
has been evacuated from Ekaterinburg. Yesterday 
a courier left with the documents that interest you. 
Communicate the decision of the Tsik, and may we 
acquaint the population by means of the text that 
you know? 

"At a meeting of the Tsik presidium on the i8th 
it was decided (posfanovleno) to recognise the de- 
cision of the Ur. Reg. Sovdep as regular (pravil- 
nym). You may publish your own text. With us 
yesterday, in all the newspapers was inserted a cor- 
responding announcement. I have this instant sent 
for the exact text and will communicate it to you 
(tebi6) ie+> to thee. Sverdlov is speaking to aix 
inferior) . 

..* 

"This moment I shall hand over the exact text of 
our publication. . . ." 
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I do not reproduce it. There is no need. The 
"wireless" printed in The London Times of July 22, 
1918, is the exact and accurate translation of the 
text given in this conversation recorded in Ekaterin- 
burg two days previously. (The Moscow and the 
Ekaterinburg texts are given in Chapter X.) What 
better evidence could be found of the genuineness 
of the above record? It stops there. But it tells 
us volumes. It is the language of conspirators, of 
accomplices in a crime, and of a superior whose or- 
ders and whose initiative alone count. Yankel 
Sverdlov assumes his true proportions. He and the 
Bolshevist Government in which he was omnipotent 
as president of the Central Executive Committee 
(Tsik) and virtually chief also of the Red Inquisi- 
tion are forever identified with the murders that 
have been described in this work. The courier 
referred to is Yurovsky. We know that he left on 
the ipth with the plunder and, it is believed, the 
"heads." The Whites were beginning to concen- 
trate their forces. That was four days after the 



"execution." 



But why all these precautions? If the people are 
so anxious to try and to punish their late ruler, why 
resort to all manner of subterfuges, both in com- 
mitting the "execution" and in acquainting the 
people of the death of their "oppressor"? The 
answer is a simple one : Sverdlov and his associates 
were not sure of the people. The reason of that 
is equally simple: they were not Russians; they 
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JOTS. They were "internationalists/' re- 
pudiating all nationality, yet disguised under Rus- 
sian names. The Russians in their midst were 
dupes or dummies. Krassin might come to clear 
the ground, but Apfelbaum-Kamenev appeared for 
the serious work. What happened in London in. 
1920 is comparable in a modest way with the Red 
mechanism in Russia itself. 

Taken according to numbers of population, the 
Jews represented onejln^.tsn; among the komisars 
that rule Bolshevist Russia they are nine in ten if 
anything, the proportion of Jews is v still greater. 

There has been no intention here to ascribe the 
murder of the Romanovs to a race vendetta: it js 
the Jewish organisations in this and other countries 
that have emphasised this aspect of the Soviet 
crimes by their persistent attempts to prove that no 
Jews took part in them. Why do they not follow 
the example of the bold Rabbi who excommunicated 
Laiba Braunstein, alias Leo Trotsky, for the abom*, 
mable crimes thajt^jJ^ 

humaruty and against civilisation^ Why are they 
trying to screen the sinister Red Tsar Yankel Sverd- 
lov and his host of Jewish assassins the Isai 
Goloshchekins, the Yankel Yurovskys? 

They feared the Russian people, they feared the 
Romanovs because they were Russians, they feared 
Nicholas Romanov because he had been a Russian 
Tsar and when he refused to be seduced from his 
loyalty to his people and to the Allies they resolved 
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that he should die he and all the Romanovs, 
This resolve was carried out when the advance of 
anti-Bolshevist forces gave a reasonable hope of 
sophisticating the crime and avoiding a just punish- 
ment. 

And so definite was Jew-ruled Moscow on the 
necessity of the ex-Tsar's death that a whole month 
before the murder, the report persisted that 
Nicholas II. was dead. On the 2 1st June the Kom- 
isar of the Press, named Stark, telegraphed to the 
Presidium of the Sovdep at Ekaterinburg: "Urgent- 
ly inform regarding authenticity reports Nicholas 
Romanov killed" ; on the 23rd, Bonch-Bruevich, the 
secretary of the Sovnarkom (Council of people's 
Commissaries of which Lenin is president), tele- 
graphed to the President of the Ekaterinburg 
Sovdep (i.e., Beloborodov) : "Information circu- 
lating Moscow alleging former Emperor Nicholas 
the Second killed. Send any available informa- 
tion." A certain Boyard arrived in Ekaterinburg 
on the 9th July and telegraphed to the French 
Consul in Moscow: "Am staying meanwhile at 
British Consulate. Reports about Romanov false/' 

The Germans knew what they were doing when 
they sent Lenin's pack of Jews into Russia. They 
chose them as agents of destruction. Why? Be- 
cause the Jews were not Russians and to them the 
destruction of Russia was all in the way of busi- 
ness, revolutionary or financial. The whole record 
of Bolshevism in Russia is indelibly impressed with 
392 



NARRATIVE OF MR. ROBERT W I t T O N* 

the stamp of alien invasion. The murder of the 
Tsar, deliberately planned by the Jew Sverdlov 
(who came to Russia as a paid agent of Germany) 
and carried out by the Jews, Goloshchekin, Syromo- 
lotov, Safarov, Voikov and Yurovsky, is the act not 
of the Russian people but of this hostile invader. 

The Jewish domination in Russia is supported 
by certain Russians: the "burgess" Ulianov alias 
Lenin, the "noble" Chicherin, the "dissenter" 
Bonch-Bruevich. They are all mere screens or 
dummies behind which the Sverdlovs and the thou- 
sand and one Jews of Sovdepia continue their work 
of destruction; having wrecked and plundered 
Russia by appealing to the ignorance of the work- 
ing folk, they are now using their dupes to set up a 
new tyranny worse than any that the world has 
known. 

Sovietdom has consecrated three heroes to whom 
monuments have been erected: to Karl Marx, to 
Judas Iscariot, and to Leo Tolstoi, the three names 
that are associated with Revolution, Apostacy and 
Anarchism ; two of them Jews. 

When the Jew Kanegisser assassinated the Jew 
ITritsky, the Soviets ordained a Terror throughout 
the land. Rivers of Russian blood had to wipe 
away the stain caused by a Jew who dared to op- 
pose the Jewish rulers of unhappy Russia. 
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CHAPTER XV 
THE RED KAISER 

When Yakovlev failed to remove the Tsarevieh 
from Tobolsk and to "convert" the Tsar, he disap- 
pointed Mirbach more than he disappointed Svcrd- 
lov. 

The Jews feared the Russians, but the Gentians 
wanted to use them* The Red Tsar planned to ex- 
terminate the Romanovs, but the Red Kaiser 
proposed to reinstate Nicholas. 

For a time their 1 respective schemes assumed 
divergent courses; in the end, Wilhelm*s agents 
realised that they could not dissociate themselves 
from the Red Tsar, and it was the lattcr's plan that 
prevailed. But, morally as well as practically, the 
German hand which had brought the Jew murderers 
into Russia controlled and directed thtf assassins' 
work. Only when Berlin realised that the Roman- 
ovs were irrevocably on the side of the Entente did 
they release the hands of the murderers. 

The proposal that Yakovlev brought to Tobolsk 
was 'much more insidious than the Tsar understood 
it to be. Nicholas was not only to endorse the 
peace concluded at Brest; he was to sei'/e the reins 
of power with the help of German bayonets and to 
394 



NARRATIVE OF MR. ROBERT WILTON 

give his only son to be a lawful Tsar under German 
tutelage. 

This meant the intervention of Russia in the war 
again, but on the German side* The Red Kaiser 
and his staff did not trust their Red agents any 
more. 

While Yakovlev went to Tobolsk as envoy ex- 
traordinary of the Tsik (but In reality of the 
German G.H.Q.) the official representative of Ger- 
many to the Soviet Government, with which she 
was in treaty and in virtual alliance, was summon- 
ing a secret conference of Anti-Soviet Russians to 
arrange for the advent of the "new government" 
desired by LudendorfL 

It was a very pretty scheme, quite on German 
lines. But it failed at every point. The Germans 
once more had shown a total incapacity to under- 
stand human nature. Nicholas scorned the base 
overtures; the Russian intelligentsia displayed, on 
this occasion, a sound understanding of their duties 
and interests. 14 The illness of Alexis was another 
obstacle, though in itself it made no difference. 

Sverdlov was not disturbed by Yakovlev's failure 
to bring Nicholas and Alexis to Moscow.. He 
had his agents everywhere. While Soloviev acted 
as watch-dog over the captives of Tobolsk so that 
no stranger to German plans should spirit them 
away, innumerable Red Solovievs hemmed the cap- 
tives in. The common herd of the Soviets knew 

** See footnote, Chapter VII. 
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nothing, of course. The strings were cunningly, 
discreetly pulled from Moscow according to the best 
methods of Potsdam and the Wilhelmstrasse. 

No sooner had Yakovlev started on the terrible 
rush of 160 miles over bogs and rivers running 
deep water over breaking ice to Tiumen than the 
Jewish conclave in Ekaterinburg received its orders 
to stop the travellers at all costs. Omsk was at 
once "stampeded" by the false statement that 
Yakovlev was trying to arrange a rescue. Yakov- 
lev was really seeking to escape the North Ural net 
by taking the south Ural route. He did not have 
to go through Omsk at all, but to change from the 
Perm on to the Samara line. There was no escap- 
ing out of the country by that route then. It could 
lead only to Moscow. Nevertheless, this train was 
turned back to Ekaterinburg. Sverdlov did not 
really want the Romanovs to go further. He could 
not afford to quarrel openly with his former pay** 
masters, but he was probably shrewd enough and 
sufficiently well informed to suspect their secret 
designs. 

The talk of a trial in Moscow did not begin till 
much later, when Moscow rumour reported the Tsar 
as already defunct, and solely as an antidote to 
those rumours, as they threatened to upset the plan 
of murder. 

Sakovich, formerly surgeon in a hussar regiment 
and ex-ultra-monarchist, appertained to the Ural 
Regional Sovdep as Komisar of Health. He de* 
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posed afterwards that he had overheard Goloshche- 
kin, Safarov and Voikov discussing with Beloboro- 
dov the alternative of wrecking the train with 
Nicholas Romanov or of "arranging" an accident. 
In the former case, the responsibility would be 
placed on "counter-revolutionaries" trying to effect 
a rescue. He did not listen to all the details as it 
did not concern his department. But the Jews did 
not have to carry out the plan then. The Germans 
were still in favour of the survival of Nicholas. 
The idea was utilised some months later at 
Alapaevsk. I have a copy of the message sent 
afterwards to Moscow and Petrograd in which the 
murderers seriously describe the "rescue" staged by 
them after the murder as having been the cause of 
the grand ducal "disappearance." 

The Romanovs were suffered to live. A German 
mission (ostensibly Red Cross) came to Ekaterin- 
burg at the end of May to ascertain all about the 
life of the "residents of Ipatiev's house/* as the Im- 
perial prisoners were officially styled. These spies 
went straight to Berlin with their report. The Red 
Kaiser knew full well what torments were being 
endured by those whom he had professed to cher- 
ish, who after all were his kith and kin. He could 
have saved them at any time. But * . . they 
would not be saved by him. . * . 

Mirbach's death did not, perhaps, introduce any 
modification of the plan of slaughter. He was 
assassinated one week before the event. The Bol- 
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sheviks declared that his death was an act of provo- 
cation committed by their Socialist opponents and 
gravely resolved that they must not quarrel with 
Germany, because that would only be playing into 
the hands of the assassins. This solemn farce had 
a deeper meaning. 

During the summer of that year the Siberian 
anti-Bolshevist units began to grow in numbers and 
strength. The Germans had themselves foolishly 
promoted this reaction by arresting the departure 
of the Czechs and compelling them to fight. A 
Siberian Army was quickly springing into existence* 
It might drive the Red Tsar out of Moscow and 
thus, instead of an ally or agent there, the Red 
Kaiser would find himself confronted by a hostile 
Russia. The war was slowly dragging to its fateful 
end; every battalion counted. The Entente knew 
what the assistance of Russia meant, so the Entente 
went to the aid of the Czechs and Siberians. 

Ludendorff does justice to this tragic dilemma in 
his book of "War Memories" ". * . the Entente, 
realising that they could not work with a Govern- 
ment which looked for support to Germany, took 
action against Bolshevism, and instead of sending 
these troops (the Czechs) to France, held them tip 
along the Siberian railway on the frontier between 
Russia and Siberia, in order to fight the Govern- 
ment in Moscow. In addition to this, by garrison- 
ing the railway, the Entente prevented the return 
of our prisoners of war from Siberia. This was 
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unquestionably a serious loss to us." (Vol. II, p. 



The holding up of the Czechs was Ludendorff's 
own work. He is ashamed to admit it, and puts 
the cart before the horse in pleading that the En- 
tente displayed such far-sighted activity. More- 
over, it was precisely the German-Magyar prisoners 
of war who, rallying to the appeal of their Kaisers, 
stopped the departure of the Czechs. Ludendorff 
is too modest. But his statement makes one point 
crystal-clear : that in the German view the plan to 
get rid of the played-out Red Tsar, to put a sub- 
servient White Tsar in his place, had to be dropped. 
The Red Tsar might be useful yet. As Dr. Ritzier 
had remarked: "The Bolsheviks are still necessary." 

The usefulness of the Bolsheviks was to be two- 
fold: (i) to defend the German front in Russia; 
(2) to prevent the White Tsar from joining the 
Russian forces of the Entente. 

This being the story of the Tsar's murder, we are 
concerned chiefly with the second part of Yankel 
Svcrdlov's German programme. How was it to 
be carried out, so that there should be no possible 
mistake? Obviously, there was only one way 
through death's dark portals. To bring the Tsar 
or the Tsarcvich to Moscow would involve risks. 
The Jews were in a fright; telegrams discovered in 
Ekaterinburg show that they trusted none of the 
Russians in their employ. That is why the Roman- 
ovs remained in Ekaterinburg. 
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Four days before Mirbach's assassination, conse- 
quently while the Red Tsar had his daily audiences 
with the representative of the Red Kaiser, 
Goloshchekin was already in Moscow, had dis- 
cussed the murder with Sverdlov, and had tele- 
.graphed to Beloborodov to send another member of 
the Conclave to Moscow. 

The Germans approved the murder; there can 
be no doubt on this point. The position held by 
Mirbach in Moscow, his daily reports from the 
members of the Red Inquisition, which naturally 
had the closest connection with the arrangements 
for the murder, such as the sending to Ekaterinburg 
of the ten Magyar-German "Letts" as executioners, 
are conclusive evidences. The Red Tsar and the 
Red Kaiser were in accord, 

But it was absolutely essential that no Russians 
should be left inside the house where the Romanovs 
were to die. Whether the Germans assented to the 
wholesale slaughter that took place remains in, 
doubt. By that time Mirbach had gone to his last 
account, and the blood^ 
murderer? perhaps ""exceeded the German design, 

1n AtHt l,a,.* f * "'' * * 

and therein may be found a good reason for the 
report of the "safety" of the family, but the Rod 
Kaiser cannot escape responsibility for the whole 
crime, any more than can the Red Tsar who planned 
it and the Soviet regime that rendered such a crime 
possible, 

Here is a translation of the original typewritten 
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telegram found in the archives of the Telegraph 
Office in Ekaterinburg and included in the dossier: 

"Moscow. 
"To President of TSIK SVERDLOV for GOLOSHCHE- 

KIN. 

"Syromolotov has just gone for organisation of 
affair in accordance with directions of Centre., 
Apprehensions unfounded stop Avdeiev superseded, 
his assistant Moshkin arrested. Yurovsky replaces 
Avdeiev. Interior guard all relieved replaced by 
others, stop. 4558* 

"BELOBORODOV." 

Below the text in black ink is marked the date: 
"4/VH" and further, in ink of the same colour: 
"Telegram received," after which in black pencil is 
the signature: "Komisar To . . .** (the rest of the 
name illegible), this representative of the Soviet 
being in charge of the telegraph office and endors- 
ing all official messages as they were handed in for 
transmission. 

ThivS message needs no explanation. It is a full 
and crushing confirmation of all that has preceded : 
Fear of the Russians; preparation of the murder; 
direction of the plan from Moscow; und eagerness 
of the local Jews to anticipate the signal for the 
butchery. The horrible servility of the dummy 
president Bdoborodov is disclosed in all its naked- 
ness* He hastens to assure his Jewish masters that 
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their "apprehensions" are "unfounded." The 
German-Magyars who had done their best to carry 
out the Red Kaiser's behest to capture Siberia and 
to crush any hope of Russia's military revival, they 
were now called in to consummate the Red Kaiser's 
plan by murdering the Tsar. 

For all that has been stated in these chapters 
there is unimpeachable authority. There is the 
dossier. And there is the overwhelming eorroboni- 
tion of the horrible realities that have converted a 
large part of Europe into a charnel, Russia into a 
pest-house and the rest of the world into a hot-bed 
of unrest. 

And pre-eminent among the Doers of Evil, mur- 
derers and despoilers, has been the Red Kaiser. 

When, in 1915, he wrote to the Tsar, asking htm 
to recall the days when they were friends, and 
Nicholas, mindful of the bitter lessons that friend- 
ship had entailed, replied that those days must for- 
ever be forgotten, Wilhelm of Hohen'/ollern 
started the machinery that was to sweep out of ex- 
istence the Tsardom and Russia, and the hapless 
Romanovs. 

In the autumn of 1915 there assembled in Vienna 
the representatives of the German and Austrian 
General-Staffs to discuss a plan for the promotion 
of a revolutionary movement in Russia. It was 
then that all the outlines of the "Russian'* revolu- 
tion were laid down; it was at this meeting thru 
the leading actors in the Red tragedy were ch wn : 
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the Lenins and the Sverdlovs and the host of 
Jewish wreckers, who spent the interval between 
their engagement and their appearance on the Rus- 
sian stage in the calm of Swiss resorts, studying 
and rehearsing their parts. 

The money that financed the "Russian" revolu- 
tion was German money, and I say it on the 
strongest evidence which can be corroborated in the 
German secret archives YANKEL SVERDLOV RE- 
CEIVED A SALARY FROM THE GERMANS TILL 
NOVEMBER 7, 1917, when, becoming Red Tsar 
of All the Russias, he had at his disposal loot un- 
imaginable. 

And thus it came to pass that the Germans who 
slew the Tsar and the Jews who organised, aided 
and abetted the murder each left his mark upon 
the walls of Ipatiev's house. 
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CHAPTER XVI 
EPILOGUE 

Many hundreds of relics were collected in and 
around Ekaterinburg by the law, and more particu- 
larly by the military, officers of the White govern- 
ment. The larger number had no value as clues. 
They were personal belongings jewelry, clothing, 
linen that had been stolen before and after the 
murder. By Admiral Kolchak's orders, this prop- 
erty was taken to Vladivostok by General Diterichs 
In February, 1919, and sent to the Tsar's sister the 
Grand Duchess Xenia as next-of-kin. 

Those of the Romanovs who had not been in the 
power of the Soviets and had succeeded in leaving 
the country were destitute. The total fortune be- 
longing to the Tsar in England amounted to 500. 

Two days after the murder, the Soviet govern- 
ment issued a decree declaring all the property and 
possessions of the Romanovs forfeited to them. 
This act had a double purpose : to afford any banks 
holding funds to the credit of the family a pretext 
for non-payment; to 'legitimise*' the robbery of the 
corpses in the wood and the appropriation of the 
valuables left in Ekaterinburg. 

The ropes of pearls and the matchless pearl neck- 
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laces snatched from the bodies have been the objects 
of barter on the Continental and London markets. 
Red missions smuggled in a huge quantity of jewels 
belonging to the Crown and to the Romanovs per- 
sonally as well as to other individuals all "for- 
feited" in the same manner. 

Among the relics was a private code that was 
found in the ventilator of the Ipatiev lavatory. It 
bore the following inscription in the Empress's 
hand: "For my own beloved Nicky, dear, to use 
when he is absent from his 'spitzbu/ Fr. his lov- 
ingly, Alice, Osborne, July, 1894." The German 
word had been erased and rewritten in Russian! 
The owner of this little book had evidently prized 
it above everything else and fearing that it might 
be taken away from him had hidden it hoping, no 
doubt, to claim it some day. 

Also among the mementoes from her funeral pyre 
came a ruby that belonged to the murdered Em- 
press. It was identified by her maid who told the 
following story: "The Emperor gave Her Majesty 
a ruby ring when she was only fifteen. They fell in 
love even then. It was at the wedding of her sister 
the Grand Duchess Elizabeth. After that they 
thought about each other for eight years. The 
Empress always wore the ruby ring hanging on a 
chain on her breast." 

The spaniel Joy also came to England. Both 
the dogs that were most highly prized by the Im* 
perial family were of English breeds. Jemmy, who. 
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died with his masters, was a diminutive black-and- 
tan King Charles, so small that he could not mount 
the Ipatiev stairs unaided. 

The sufferings of the Romanovs in Ipatiev's 
house were so terrible that it is not seemly to mis- 
represent them, as some writers have done, in sordid 
fashion. I have the inventory of the house and its 
contents, signed by Ipatiev and the Komisars; I 
have the proccs-*uerbal of Sergeiev's inspection, 
made within a fortnight of the murder; lastly, I 
have the evidence of my own eyes. The house itself 
contained every comfort and convenience: electric 
light, excellent stoves, a well appointed bath-room 
and lavatory, electric bells everywhere, plenty of 
good and even luxurious furniture. The bath was 
in working order and, when Sergeiev visited it con** 
tained: firewood for the heater, sheets bearing the 
Imperial monogram and a cake of sorip on the rack, 
besides numerous other signs of frequent usage. The 
brutal guards, being used to the Russian steam bath, 
were not interested in this "outlandish" contrivance, 
and except for their prying and offensive habits did 
not apparently stand in the way of personal cleanli- 
ness. 

The story of girlish locks shorn because of the 
Impossibility of other methods of combating dirt 
and its consequences is not borne out by the evi- 
dence. "Combings" of hair of four different hues 
were found; also some short hair in the bath-room. 
One would expect to find them. It is stated in the 
406 



NARRATIVE OF MR. ROBERT WILTON* 

dossier that a barber visited the house to attend the 
Tsar and the Tsarevich. 

Each member of the family had his or her bed. 
There were sheets, pillows and blankets. There 
was a wash-house in the court-yard. 

For some reason the house was deficient in crock- 
ery and plate and table linen, hence quite needless- 
discomfort was inflicted upon the family at meal- 
times. The peasant-guards, inoculated with the 
anti-bourgeois theories, saw no particular hardship 
in their feeding out of one dish, as they themselves 
are accustomed to do in the villages. 

The torment that was endured by the captives 
was far worse than any merely physical privations. 
But one such privation did affect them very 
grievously: the utter impossibility of seeing any- 
thing at all beyond the painted glass of their win- 
dows. The youngest Grand Duchess (Anastasia) 
one day could not brook this privation any longer 
and managed to open a window in the girls' room. 
She almost paid for this act with hei; life. The 
sentry in the inner hoarding immediately fired, jtfst 
missing her. The bullet lodged in the window 
frame. Anastasia gained nothing except a fright. 
She saw nothing except the hoarding of the sentry 9l 
and did not wait for a second shot* 

In the room where the Imperial couple and 
Alexis lived and slept next to the chamber in 
which their four daughters were crowded Alex- 
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andra placed a good-luck sign. It was so unobtru- 
sive that Gaida, the Czech commander who forcibly 
installed himself in this room, probably did not 
notice it. In pencil she formed the mystic sign of 




ALEXANDRA'S GOOD LUCK SIGN 



swastika and inscribed the date "17/30 April," the 
day of her arrival in the house. 

In the death-chamber in addition to the "Bd~ 
satzar" inscription was one that has yet to be 




TOE MYSTERIOUS INSCRIPTIONS INT THE DEATH CHAMBER. 

deciphered* It is in thick black ink, written with 
an expert hand, and just below, on the window-sill 
are three groups of figures that may or may not have 
a meaning. 

Some of the persons with whom the reader has 
become familiar have gone to their last account* 
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The Russian regicide Medvedev died in prison of 
typhus early last year. His accomplice Yakimov 
died in prison of inflammation of the lungs at the 
end of last year. Their death and burial certificates 
are both in the dossier. 

Yurovsky wrote a letter to a certain Dr. A. before 
he fled from Ekaterinburg imploring him to protect 
his old mother "who does not share my views but 
who may suffer simply because I am her son." It 
is at once an avowal of guilt and a proof that even 
the most blood-thirsty wretch has some good in him. 
This man had coolly tortured, murdered and cut up 
innocent children, and was not able to remove his 
old mother because he had to take the proofs of his 
crime to Moscow, yet he does not forget her. . . . 
Before the Kolchak armies left Ekaterinburg we 
heard that Yurovsky had been seen in the city. 
Had he come at great risk to look for his mother? 
Sokolov had had her removed to Irkutsk. She 
feared and loathed her son. 

Yankel Sverdlov, the Red Tsar, died in Moscow 
early in 1919* He was knocked on the head by the 
workmen at one of the Moro^ov mills, and suc- 
cumbed to concussion of the brain. Sovietdom was 
in an uproar. It was officially announced that this 
"valiant defender of the people's rights" had come 
to a natural end, by inflammation of the lungs, 
Nevertheless, the chrezvychaika could not allow 
the Red Tsar to be so dishonoured. Yankel was 
followed to the outer bourne by thousands of inno- 
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cent victims offered up in holocaust to his memory. 

The mortal remains of the blood-stained agent 
and associate of the Red Kaiser were exposed to the 
public gaze and given a pompous Red funeral, and 
the Theatre Square which faces the building where 
Yankel had spun his web of blood received a new 
name, the accursed name of Sverdlov. 

None of the Red Jews dared to wear the mantle 
of Yankel Sverdlov openly. His office was dele- 
gated to Kalinin, a "dummy" of the Beloborodov 
variety, who provided the needful Russian screen to 
cloak their villainies. For there was no change in 
the spirit of the Red Jew government of Russia, 
only an adaptation of methods, a variation of vic- 
tims first the bourgeois^ then the proletairc* 

The Russians who fought and bled for their coun- 
try are almost extinct. One of the last who died 
in the sacred cause was Nicholas IL and the other 
Romanov victims of the Red invaders, German and 
Jewish. A remnant persisted to the end. To them 
the Red Usurpers of Moscow could never be any- 
thing except an alien domination. 

I recall the night before we left Ekaterinburg. 
The Reds were approaching, but Sokolov went into 
the darkness and the rain to obtain the evidence of 
important peasant witnesses. He told them who he 
was and the object of his call They could have 
locked him up in a cellar and given him up to the 
Reds. It was to their advantage to do so* By giv* 
ing him information they incurred great risk* He 
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explained it all to them. "And now, what will you 
do?" he asked. "Will you help justice? Will you 
remember that he who is dead was your Tsar?" 
They did not hesitate one instant. They chose the 
path of honour, of self-sacrifice. They gave their 
evidence and brought Sokolov on his way. 

It is the peasant that will bring Russia back to 
new life. Alexandra's vision may yet come true, 
and Nicholas and the Romanovs may not have died 
in vain. 



411 



PARTra 



THE MEMBERS OF THE IMPERIAL FAM- 

ILY AT THE OUTBREAK OF THE 

REVOLUTION 

1. NICHOLAS II, ALEXANDROVICH, Emperor of 

Russia, oldest son of the Emperor Alexander 
III, bom in Gachino (near Petersburg) on 
May 6, 1867. Ascended to the throne on 
October 20, 1894. Married Princess Alice of 
Hesse on November 14, 1894, At the out- 
break of the Revolution was forty-nine years 
of age. 

2. EMPRESS ALEXANDRA (PRINCESS ALICE) FE- 

ODOROVNA, wife of the Emperor Nicholas II, 
born Princess of Hesse, on May 25, 1872. 
At the outbreak of the Revolution was forty* 
four years of age. 

3. GRAND DUCHESS OLOA NIKOLAIEVNA, the Em- 

peror's oldest daughter, born on November 

3> 1895. 

4. GRAND DUCHESS TATIANA NXKOLAIEVNA, the 

Emperor's second daughter, born on May 29, 



5* GRAND DUCHESS MARIA NXKOLAIEVNA, the 

4t - 
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Emperor's third daughter, bom June 14, 
1899. 

6. GRAND DUCHESS ANASTASIA NIKOLAIEVNA, 

the Emperor's youngest daughter, born on 
June 5, 1901. 

7. GRAND DUKE ALEXIS NIKOLAIEVICH, the Em* 

peror's only son and Heir to the Crown, born 
July 30, 1904. 

8. GRAND DUKE MICHAEL ALEXANDROVICH, the 

Emperor's brother; considered to be the heir 
to the throne befort the birth of Alexis Nik* 
olaievich. Born November 22, 1872. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF THE DOCUMENTS 

1917 

1. March 2/15 Emperor Nicholas II signed in 

Pskov the act of his abdication, assigning the 
throne to the Grand Duke Michael Alexan- 
drovich. 

2. March 3/16 Grand Duke Michael Alexandra 

vich refused to ascend the throne before the 
decision of the Constituent Assembly was 
made. 

3. March 4/17 Arrival of the deposed Emperor 

at the general headquarters at the front. 

4. March 7/20 General Kornilov, fulfilling the 

order of the Council of Ministers, arrested 
the Empress in the palace of Tsarskoe-Selo. 
All the children had the measles. 

5. March 8/21 The arrest of the Emperor by a 

commissar of the provisional government. 

6. March 9/22 Arrival of the arrested Emperor 

at Tsarskoe-Selo. 

7. July 31 -August 13 The departure of the im- 

perial family for Tobolsk, according to the 
orders of the provisional government, under 
the supervision of the members of the Petro- 
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grad soviet of workmen and soldiers' 
deputies. 

8. August 6/19 Arrival of the Tsar and the im- 

perial family at Tobolsk. The night was 
spent on board the steamer, before the fam- 
ily moved to the house of the governor. 

9. December 29-January 11, 1918 Uprising of 

soldiers in Tobolsk because of a prayer made 
by the deacon during the church service for 
the prolongation of the days of the imperial 
family. 

1918 

10. February 12/25 Arrival of an order from 

Moscow cutting down the allowances of the 
imperial family to the limits of a soldier's 
ration* Beginning of the life of privation. 

11. March 3o-ApriI 12 Arrival of an order from 

Moscow to increase the severity of the super- 
vision of the imperial family. 

12. April 13/26 Departure of the Emperor, the 

Empress and Grand Duchess Maria Nik- 
olaievna to Ekaterinburg. The other daugh- 
ters and the Tsarevich remained in Tobolsk. 

13. April 17/30 Arrival of the Emperor and the 

persons with him at Ekaterinburg, A search 
of the Emperor's belonging^ 

14. April i8-May i Dismissal of all persons at- 

tached to the imperial family, with the ex* 
ception of the physician. 
418 



CHRONOLOGY OF THE DOCUMENTS 

15. May 7/20 The Tsarevich and Grand Duch- 

esses left Tobolsk for Ekaterinburg. 

16. May 10/23 Arrival of the Tsarevich and 

Grand Duchesses at Ekaterinburg. 

17. July 4/17 The last day of the life of the im- 

perial family, and the last walk in the 
garden. 

18. July 5/18 At daybreak the Emperor, his wife 

and children were killed in the basement 
of the Ipatiev house. The bodies were 
searched. 

19. The same day the bodies were taken out of the 

house and burned. 
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Ill 

EXPLANATION OF RUSSIAN NAMES 
MENTIONED IN THE DOCUMENTS 

C. E. C. Central Executive Committee of the 
All Russian Congress of Workmen, Soldiers and 
Peasants 5 Deputies, the most important institution 
in the Soviet Republic. 

CHREZVYCHAIKA Extraordinary Commission of 
Inquiry an institution of secret political police, 
of the Soviet Republic, which exists in every dis- 
trict town. Through this institution, according to 
the scheme of the Bolsheviki, the reign of terror is 
carried out. 

KRESTY A jail in Petrograd where political pris- 
oners were confined. 

MOTOVILIHA WORKS Situated on the river 
Kama, three miles from Perm* Large production of 
war material. 

SISSERTS MINING WORKS Fifty versts from 
Ekaterinburg, producing cast-iron, iron, marble, and 
gold. 

, TOBOLSK Town on the right bank of the river 
Irtysh, near the mouth of the river Tobol, formerly 
a very important town. After the trans-Siberian 
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railroad was constructed It lost its importance, being 
too far from the railroad. 

VERKH-!SSETSK IRON WORKS Situated half a 
mile from Ekaterinburg. 

ZNAMENSKY IKON OF THE HOLY VIRGIN A 
very ancient holy image given to the Tsar Alexis 
Mikaielovich (the Isecond czar of the Romanoff 
dynasty) by the Patriarch of Antioch. To the 
memory of this image the Empress Elizabeth Pe- 
trovna built a church in Tsarskoe-Selo. 



IV 
ALPHABETICAL INDEX OF NAMES 

AVDEIEV, Alexander, formerly a locksmith. Was 
commissar to the imperial house at Ekaterin- 
burg from May till June, 1918. 

AKSIXJTA, Captain, in command of the First Rifles 
Regiment in Tsarskoe-Selo, was commanding 
the detachment of the guards of the imperial 
family in Tobolsk. 

APRAKSIN, Count. At the outbreak of the revolution 
was attached to the empress, being in charge of 
her affairs. 

BENCKENDORF, Count. Cavalry general. Was 
grand marshal of the imperial court. 

BOTKIN, Eugene Sergeievich, physician. Stayed 
permanently with the imperial family from the 
moment of their arrest till the time they were 
murdered. Was shot with the imperial family. 

BUXHOEVDEN, Sophie, Baroness. Personal 'maid 
of honour to the empress. Accompanied her to 
Tobolsk. 

BELOBORODOV, Alexander. Chairman of the Ural 
provincial soviet of the workmen's and soldiers* 
deputies. Following his orders the imperial 
family were assassinated, 
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CHEMODUROV, Terenty Ivanovich; servant to 
the emperor; arrived with the imperial family 
at Tobolsk; stayed with the emperor up till the 
time the imperial family was moved to Eka- 
terinburg. He died shortly after. 

CHKEIDZE, Member of the duma; dne of the lead- 
ers of the Petrograd soviet of workmen's depu- 
ties during the first months of the revolution. 

DMITRI EV, High Commissar, commissioned to 
Tobolsk by the Omsk soviet of workmen's 
deputies. 

DEMIDOVA, Anna, favourite maid of the empress. 
Stayed permanently with her in Tsarskoe-Selo, 
Tobolsk and Ekaterinburg. Was shot with the 
imperial family. 

DBHN, Julia, Mme. Wife of first officer on Em- 
peror's yacht Standart. An intimate friend of 
the Empress. 

DERBVENKO, Vladimir Nikolaievich, physician. 
Stayed with the imperial family in Tobolsk. 

DOLGORUKY, Alexander Vasilievich, prince, marshal 
of the imperial court. Stayed with the im- 
perial family in Tobolsk. 

DOMODZIANZ, Ensign, Armenian origin. Was 
elected by the Tsarskoe-Selo soviet of work- 
men's deputies to assist Colonel Kobylinsky. 

DuT2MAN, Commissar to the imperial family. 
Commissioned from Omsk by the Siberian so- 
viet of workmen's deputies. 



THE LAST PAYS OF THE ROMANOVS 

ERZBERG, Elizabeth. The grand duchesses' maid. 
Parted from the imperial family on the way to 
Ekaterinburg. 

GIBBES, Sidney. An English teacher to the grand 
duchesses and tsarevich. Joined the imperial 
family in Tobolsk and stayed with them until 
their arrival in Ekaterinburg. 

GILLIARD, French teacher to the grand duchesses and 
the tsarevich. Stayed with the imperial 
family in Tobolsk and accompanied the tsuro 
vich to Ekaterinburg, where he was dis- 
missed from the imperial family's service, 

HARITONOV, Ivan. The chef to the imperial family, 
Was shot with the imperial family. 

HENDRYKOVA, Anastasia Vasilzevna, Countess. Per- 
sonal maid of honour to the empress* Came 
with her to Tobolsk. 

HITROVO, Margaret. Maid of honour to the grand 
duchesses. Arrived at Tobolsk and was ur** 
rested. 

HLYNOFF, Priest in Tobolsk who replaced the priest 
Vasiliev. 

HOHRIAKOV, a graduate of an ecclesiastical semi- 
nary; chairman of the Tobolsk soviet of work- 
men's and soldiers' deputies; became com- 
missar to the imperial family after the resigna- 
tion of Yakovlev. 

KERENSKY, Alexander Fcodorovich, minister 
of justice, formerly prime minister of the pro* 
visional government 
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KOBYLINSKY, Eugene Stefanovich, Colonel; was ap- 
pointed commander of the garrison in Tsarskoe- 
Selo. Later was commandant of the palace. 
Brought the imperial family to Tobolsk, and 
was in command of the guards until the time 
the imperial family moved to Ekaterinburg. 

KORNILOV, Lavr Georgievich, famous Russian 
general and patriot. A prominent name in the 
history of the Russian revolution. During the 
first days of the revolution was made command- 
ing officer of the forces of the Petrograd mili- 
tary district. Was the executor of the order of 
the provisional government for the arrest of 
the imperial family. 

KOROVICHENKO, Paul, Colonel, military jurist; 
was made commandant of the Tsarskoe-Selo 
palace after Kotsebue. 

KOTSEBUE, Captain of Uhlans, commandant of the 
Tsarskoe-Selo palace. Was dismissed and suc- 
ceeded by Korovichenko. 

KUZMIN, Ensign; was in command of the military 
forces of the Petrograd district after Kornilov 
and Polovtzov. 

Lvov, George Evgenevich, prime minister of the 
provisional government during the first three 
months of the revolution. Was imprisoned in 
Ekaterinburg at the time the imperial family 
was kept in Ipatiev's house. 

MAKAKOV, Engineer; was attached to the imperial 
family during their journey to Tobolsk. 
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MEDVEDEV, Pavel; aged thirty-one; senior guard 
of the imperial family in Ekaterinburg. Took 
part in the murder of the imperial family. 

MOSHKIN, Alexander; formerly locksmith; was as- 
sistant to Commissar Avdeiev in Ekaterinburg. 
Was discharged for drunkenness and theft of 
the emperor's belongings. 

MRACHKOVSKY, Serge; Military Commissar in the 
Red army. Collected the men for the guard 
of the imperial family in Ekaterinburg. 

NAGORNY, Clement Gregorievich ; a servant of 
the tsarevich; stayed with them permanently. 
After the time the imperial family moved to 
Ekaterinburg, was dismissed, put in prison 
and shot. 

NARYSHKINA, Lady of honour to the empress. 

NIKIFOROV, Alexis; senior guard of the imperial 
family in Tobolsk. 

NIKOLSKY, Alexander; Ensign, member of the So- 
cial Revolutionary party. Was assistant to 
Commissar Pankratov in Tobolsk, 

NIKULIN, Assistant to Commissar Yurovsky in 
Ekaterinburg. 

PANKRATOV, Basil Semenovich; was appointed in 
September, 1917, as commissar to the im- 
perial family and was dismissed by the soldiers 
after the Bolshevik revolution. 

PEREVERZEFF, Paul Nikolaievich; lawyer, replaced 
Kerensky in the post of minister of justice and 
resigned on account of trouble he had with the 
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Petrograd Bolsheviki, Made the search of the 
emperor's papers at Tsarskoe-Selo. 

PIGNATTI, District Commissar in Tobolsk; occupied 
this position from the first days of the revolu- 
tion till the time of the downfall of Admiral 
Kolchak's government. 

POLOVTZOV, General; took General Kornilov's po- 
sition as commander of the military forces of 
the Petrograd district. 

PROSKURIAKOV, Philip; aged seventeen, work- 
man; was amongst the guards of the imperial 
family in Ekaterinburg. 

RAZPUTIN, Gregory; half monk and half adven- 
turer; was killed a month before the revolution. 

RODIONOV, Commander of the Letts detachment in 
Tobolsk; escorted the tsarevich and the grand 
duchesses from Tobolsk to Ekaterinburg. 

SRDNKV, Ivan; servant of the grand duchesses- 

SCHNEIDER, Katherine, court lecturer; was separated 
from the imperial family in Ekaterinburg. 

SVBRDI,OV, a prominent Bolshevik, chairman of 
the central executive committee of the All- 
Russian congress of Soviets of workmen's, 
soldiers' and peasants' deputies. 

TATISHCHEFF, Ilia Leonidovich, Count, gen- 
eral A, D* C. to the emperor; stayed with the 
imperial family in Tobolsk; discharged on their 
arrival at Ekaterinburg; shot. 

TEG LEVA, Alexandra, nurse of the tsarevich and 
grand duchesses; stayed with the imperial 
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family up to the time of their arrival in Ekat- 
erinburg. 

TRTJPP, Aletxis; servant of the imperial family; 
stayed with them and was shot with the im- 
perial family. 

TUTELBERO, Mary, maid to the empress; was sepa- 
rated from the imperial family on the way to 
Ekaterinburg. 

VASILIEV, Clergyman of the Blagoveschensky 
church in Tobolsk; officiated at divine service 
in the imperial family's house. 

VERSHININ, Member of the duma, accompanied 
the imperial family to Tobolsk as commissar 
of the provisional government. 

VOLKOV, Alexis; servant to the empress, tlis~ 
charged and arrested on the arrival of the irn~ 
perial family at Ekaterinburg. 

VYRUBOVA, personal maid of honour and a friend 
of the empress. 

YAKIMOV, Anataly; workman who was a senior 
guard of the imperial family in Ekaterinburg 

YAKOVLEV, Bolshevik commissar to the 5mj>eriul 
family. Replaced Pankratov on April 9, 1918. 
Came from Moscow to Tobolsk and went hack 
on account of trouble he had with the Ekat- 
erinburg Bolsheviki, who seized the imperial 
family. 

YUROVSKY, Commandant, jailer and executioner of 
the imperial family. 
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